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Introduction

The Juneau Symphony was formed in 1962 by music teacher Cliff Berge to make great music and share this gift with our community. The symphony exists both for the musicians as well as our audience.

The mission of the Juneau Symphony is to give local musicians a platform to play, perform, and develop musically, to provide live symphonic music for the community, and to offer musical opportunities and support for youth.

Playing orchestral music at a high level takes hard work, discipline, and commitment. In order to make this a rewarding experience for everyone, players need to know what is expected of them and what they can expect in return from the symphony as an organization.

Player Responsibilities 

1) Players are expected to attend all rehearsals. When absences are unavoidable, players shall inform their section leader.

2) Players must show up to rehearsals on time, be seated, warmed up and tuned by the time the rehearsal is scheduled to begin.

3) Players are expected to practice between rehearsals and participate in sectional rehearsals as necessary.

4) While the symphony does not assess dues, we hope that musicians contribute financially to the symphony to the extent they are able. Asking of your time and talent seems more than enough, but like any other non-profit organization, the financial support of its members is appreciated and benefits the symphony’s standing in applying for grant assistance.

Responsibilities of the Symphony

1) The Symphony Board provides administrative, logistical, and financial support for the symphony's continuing operations.

2) A goal of the symphony is to provide annual continuing learning opportunities for musicians of all sections.

3) As a member organization, the symphony is open to the concerns of players regarding rehearsals and performances and other matters. The Player Relations committee was formed to listen to the concerns of musicians and work with the music director and Symphony Board to find solutions.

Responsibilities of Principals

As leaders within the symphony, section principals have additional responsibilities:

1) Principals commit to an entire season, playing all concerts and rehearsals (except for excused absences).

2) Principals determine who plays on which part, based on the player’s abilities and input from the music director.

3) Principals are responsible for convening and leading separate sectional rehearsals as needed to work on difficult technical passages, intonation, fingerings, and bowings.

4) For strings: in conjunction with the concertmaster, work out bowings prior to rehearsals and distribute them among your section. Make changes as needed during rehearsals and make sure all section members are informed.

**Any player wishing to be considered for a principal position has the option to audition with the music director prior to the start of each concert season. 

Responsibilities of Section Leaders

Section leaders are assigned to sections in the orchestra as follows:

Winds (fl, ob, cl, bsn):

Kathryn Kurtz
Brass (Fr. hrn, trpt, tbn, tuba):
Bill Paulick

Percussion (excl. piano):
Rich Ritter

Violins (1sts and 2nds):

Lisa Ibias
Violas:



Julia Bastuscheck

Cellos:



Jared Carlson

Basses:



John Staub
Section leaders are responsible for: 

1) Recruiting players for each concert,
2) Identifying vacancies to be filled by out-of-town musicians,
3) Knowing specifically who is playing what part, and 

4) Keeping track of attendance of all section members and reasons for absences.

Responsibilities of the Music Director

1) The music director alone is responsible for all artistic decisions of the symphony, including programming.

2) The Music Director will determine the selection of principals and work with players and section principals on seating assignments.

Player Relations Committee

The Player Relations Committee addresses player-related issues and serves as liaison between players and the music director and Symphony Board.  They welcome your comments and any concerns you may have. Members include:

Bill Paulick, French horn; Rich Ritter, percussion and board member; Jetta Whittaker, oboe; John Staub, bass; Robin Walz, cello.

Juneau Symphony’s Education Component
The mission of the Juneau Symphony is ….  to offer musical opportunities and support for youth.
Juneau Student Symphony
We provide sponsorship and administrative support for the Juneau Student Symphony, a full orchestra consisting of middle and high school students as well as a number of adults. The Student Symphony performs three to four concerts each year.

Youth Concerto Competition

Sponsored by Simpson,Tillinghas, and Sorensen P.C.

Open to young musicians in Southeast Alaska, the Youth Concerto Competition provides an opportunity for budding talent to demonstrate their skills. Winners go on to perform with the Juneau Symphony or the Student Symphonies. Applications for the 2007 competition will be available in January 2007.

Music in the Schools

Sponsored by Princess Tours
The Juneau Symphony performs a one-hour program at the JDHS auditorium for local 4th and 5th graders each year with transportation provided by Princess Tours. Symphony musicians also visit the classrooms to demonstrate their instruments and share their enthusiasm for music.  


Kids2Concerts

Sponsored by McDonald's of Juneau

The Kids2Concerts program provides complimentary Symphony concert tickets to schools in the Juneau School District and to members of the Juneau Student Symphonies.

Youth Chamber Music Program
Sponsored by Fred’s Auto Service

An opportunity for young musicians to be involved in chamber music ensembles is being initiated this year by the Juneau Symphony Youth Committee. Participants will be placed in small ensembles. Music parts and coaching will be available at no expense. Any instrument and voice are welcome. All participants will be placed in groups with repertoire based on ability. A concert of young chamber musicians will be sponsored by the Juneau Symphony in March. 
JUNEAU SYMPHONY INFRACTION LIST

Talking during tuning




$10
Talking during tuning, then asking “Did we tune yet?”  

$100
Practicing concerto during warm up

 

$50
Practicing at fff onstage (anytime)

 

$500
Playing Irish Jigs during warm up
          


Expulsion
Audible Counting





$5
Audible Counting followed by screw up +‘expletive’

$100
Pretending to retune instrument after screw up
   

$75
Pretending to check transposition/bowing after screw up

$150
Asking where letter ‘D’ is after 4 hr dress rehearsal          
      Buys lunch for Cond.
Playing ff two or more measures after conductor stops (Any Section) 
2-Farts
Playing “Shave and a Haircut” at the end of pieces            

Two Bits
Use of tacky glissando instead of Chromatic (except Tromb)
Sliding Scale
Excessive belching/farting/booger flicking (except viola) 

$25
Noisy reed sucking/spit valve clearing
        


Public Caning 
Disagreeing with Conductor


   

$1
Excessive agreeing with Conductor

  

$100
Telling section how Karajan conducted passage            

100 Eur.
Name dropping to impress guest soloist

       2 days solitary in Pit
Suggesting “Andre Rieu” night for Pops Concert
           Bow Broken over kneecaps
Relating passage to TV/Movie theme

         Current rate for Prem. Cable
Overpowering Personal Fragrance on stage        See Tuba Player for new fragrance
Pencil dropped on stand loudly


        Broken index finger
Leaving trail of drool from stage (Brass)


  
$1
Leaving trail of drool from stage (Strings)   


$100
Leaving trail of drool from stage (Conductor)


Call 911
Loss of bladder control during concert


Depends (Costco Size)
Sneaking rental music from previous seasons into return box         $250 plus interest
Wearing Lederhosen or Kilt as Concert Dress     

          Automatic Wedgie
Reading Harlequin Romance during tacet movement
                         Therapy
Selling Amway products to fellow players

                    Don’t ask…
Suggesting Riverdance should replace Nutcracker
                   Expulsion
Bringing MGD or PBR to reception



1 Used BVD
Repeated mention of upcoming Mexico trip
        
 30,000 Freq.Flyer miles

Make all checks payable to “Dog Waters”

