
Spring Newsletter

Our Mission
The Juneau Symphony fosters and creates high-quality musical experiences
that contribute to the cultural diversity and vitality of Alaska’s Capital City.

THE JUNEAU SYMPHONY

JUNEAUSYMPHONY.ORG

907.586.4676

INFO@JUNEAUSYMPHONY.ORG

Dear Patrons, Supporters, and Symphony Members!

It has been a busy and exciting 

winter at the Symphony! 

 

In January, and in collaboration 

with the Sealaska Heritage 

Institute (SHI), the Symphony 

welcomed 100 guests to the 

inaugural Shuka Hit Series 

performance, Flutes from Around 

the World, held at the traditional 

clan house in the Walter Soboleff 

Building, downtown Juneau. A 

collaborative fundraising event for 

the Symphony and cultural arts, 

the event featured fine wine, 

delicious appetizers and desserts, 

and music in the acoustically 

magnificent clan house by 

Armenian-American conductor   

and flautist Tigran Arakelyan,  

2018 Youth Solo Competition

 

winner Reece Bleakley, Symphony 

flautists Kathryn Kurtz and Inga 

White, and Tlingit flautist and flute 

carver George Montero. Stay tuned 

as the Symphony and SHI team-up 

again during the 2019-2020 

Season to bring music to the 

Shuka Hit Clan House!

The Flute event was followed by a 

spirited concert, Russian 

Romantics, January 26th and 

27th, conducted by maestro Tigran 

Arakelyan and featuring music by 

Tchaikovsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, 

Boccherini and Borodin. Talented 

flautist Reece Bleakley dazzled a 

packed house with her 

performance of Boccherini’s 

beautiful flute concerto.  Integral to 

the January Concert week, was a 

performance by the Symphony at

JDHS for more than 750 fourth and 

fifth grade students, an education 

program sponsored in part by 

Carnegie Hall’s Link Up program 

and the Kennedy Center’s Any 

Given Child initiative.

A Juneau Symphony tradition since 

1993, the Symphony Showcase 

brought a diverse repertoire to two 

local venues, featuring our talented 

Symphony musicians, March 2 and 

3.  Performers this year included 

Finn Adam, Reece Bleakley, Lila 

Quigley, Jack Hodges, Bill Paulick, 

Jeff Karlson, Rick Trostel, Alan 

Young, Sally Schlichting, Todd 

Hunt, Doug Smith, Kristina Paulick 

and Taylor Young. The 

performances also included special 

guests, the Aurora Strings 

Ensemble.
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Step out for the Symphony of Fashion, with guest conductor and 

classical guitarist Yaniv Attar as he performs with local musicians in this 

evening of elegant delights at Salt Restaurant.  Luxurious fashions by 

Alpaca International will be complemented by delicious hors d'oeuvres, 

created by Salt's award-winning chef Lionel Uddipa, along with 

champagne and wine.  Doors open at 6:30 PM on June 2nd, and your 

ticket includes beautiful performances, hors d'oeuvres and two drink 

tickets.  Tickets are available for $75 through the Symphony office.

Symphony of Fashion

Join us for an Evening of Music and Mingling on June 5 with Jessica 
Choe, world-renowned pianist, along with Lisa Ibias, Juneau’s beloved 
violinist, as they charm and enchant us with music and conversation, 
June 5th at 7:30 PM, UAS Egan Library. For Symphony donors at the 
$800+ level, admittance is complementary. Save the date!  Tickets are 
available ($75) to our other valued donors and music lovers. Your ticket 
includes wine, light bites, mini-desserts, and entertainment.  Contact the 
Juneau Symphony for more information.

Evening of Music and Mingling

The Season Finale Boston Pops Salute, June 8th and 9th, is a tribute to 
the legendary Boston Pops conductor Arthur Fiedler, with Maestro Yaniv 
Attar. From the dancelike sounds of Dvorak’s Slavonic Dances, to the 
electrifying music of John Williams and Leonard Bernstein, this program 
will take you on an unforgettable journey!  The heart of the concert will 
feature Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue with brilliant pianist Jessica Choe, 
a graduate of the Juilliard School.

Boston Pops Salute

Season Finale Trifecta
Three glorious events will tie a bow around the 2018-2019 Season!
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Spring has Sprung!
Our April concert will wake us from winter’s slumber with 

Psalms and Fanfares. Maestro William Todd Hunt conducts 

the Juneau Symphony Orchestra and the Juneau Symphony 

Chorus across a landscape of emotions from the desperation 

of defeat to the fanfare of triumph.  Program highlights 

include monumental sound from a large orchestra and the 

biggest brass section ever to appear with JSO, tenor soloist 

Clay Hilley, and the world premiere of “I Love Him!,” a piece 

inspired by the Shrine of St. Therese and commissioned by 

Mr. Hunt. Join our community celebration of the return of 

spring with this exciting program. Join us starting Saturday, 

April 6th at JDHS. Concert conversation starts at 7 p.m. with 

the music commencing at 8 p.m. Sunday’s performance 

begins at 3 p.m. with a 2 p.m. pre-concert conversation. 

Tickets may be purchased in advanced at the JACC, 

Hearthside Books and online at JuneauSymphony.org

On Friday, May 31, 2019, the Juneau 

Symphony will host its annual Youth 

Solo Competition at 7:00 pm at the 

Thunder Mountain High School 

auditorium. The competition is open to 

all young musicians in Southeast Alaska. 

Grand prize winners will be featured as 

guest artists with the Juneau Symphony 

and the Juneau Student Symphony 

during the 2019-2020 concert season.

Competitors must perform a memorized 

concerto with piano accompaniment. 

Winners will be announced immediately 

after the competition. The Youth Solo 

Competition is free and open to the 

public. The Juneau Symphony 

encourages everyone to attend and 

support Southeast Alaska’s young 

musicians. A reception will follow in the 

Thunder Mountain High School 

commons. 

For more information, please contact 

the Juneau Symphony at (907) 586-

4676.

Youth Solo 

Competition

Executive Director Search
We are thrilled to announce 

Charlotte Truitt, a leader in the 
Juneau Arts Community, as the new 

Executive Director of the Juneau 
Symphony!  Charlotte will assume 
the position by June 2019, and will 
replace Teresa Bleakley who has 
served so magnificently as Interim 

Executive Director.  Thank you, 
Teresa, and welcome, Charlotte!

The Music Director Search 
Committee is wrapping up 

their evaluation of 48 
applicants for the position.  

Stay tuned for an 
announcement this spring on 

the 3 finalists who will 
audition for the permanent 
Maestro position during the 
2019-2020 Concert Season!

2018 Youth Solo Competition Participants
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Concertmaster

Another exciting 

addition to the JS Staff 

is violinist Franz Felkl. 

Franz will be leading 

the orchestra as 

Concertmaster 

beginning in the 2019-

2020 season.

 

 


